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MEMORANDUM
AL AT )

Peru: Sengare Luminoso ‘

8ummarx

small, Maocise terrorist croup




Backaround
—=trgroundc

Sendere Luminoso (Shinirg Path) is a radical, leftist
terrorist and insurqent croup that follows the organizational
idcoloaical rodel of Mao's Peasant-based revolution in China.
The SL's aoals are to brinc down the Relaunde governme“d t

‘temove foreign—particularly US=~influence from Peru.

The SL was formed in the rural southern department of
Avacucho in the late 1960s 5y Ruber Abimael Guzman Reynosce, th
3 rhilosophy tearcher at the San Cristobal de Huamanga National .
Cniversity in Ayacucho. %uzman was also a member of the Rande
Poja, a pro-Chinese Commur.ist Party made up primarily of
attorneys, professors, anl merchants. Guzman and his follower
rostly craftcsen, peasants, and students--charged that the gro
was increasincly favorina urban areas to the detriment cf the
countryside and was overiy deemphasizing armed struggle. Sinc
formaliy breaking with the Bandera Roja to pursue a more viole
rath, Guzman has maintaines that the SL is the only legitimate
ccrmurist party in Peru. N

CL'r Onorations

Followina President Pelaunde's irauquration in 1980, the

~=barked on a campaian of low-risk, hich-profile terrorist

ttacks corsisting primarily of dynamitina electrical towers,
r:dlic buildiras, and such symbols of authoritv as the Justice
Yinistry and police posts. Within the last year, however, SL
onerations have increcased. While borbings continue, attacks
acainst people, ircludina the assassination of local officials
and suspected police infor=ants, are increcasing. é

Menbers of the SL are oroaniicd into cells that operate
independently,
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TSCNNIS A NIGLLY LUCCESSIul CITORR EW “nrecucho prison angd
freed 247 inmates, including accused and convicted terrorists.
“ore recently, numerous civil guard posts ard emall munjci-
calities have besn attacked, Last month, the SL dynamited
£everal electrical towers near Lira, blacking out tre citv for
teveral hours. At present, statos of emercerncy exis: in Lima,

C211an, three previncez ¢f Ava-ucho departrent 2nd one in
Aguricac departrent, -

The Threzs tn ¢+o Govnrp=nart

e’

Tre SL appears to enjoy little popuiar suprert, eve
h7acucto, although it may apneal to a few Indian arouse
harvina Lack te t:cir Incan heritace,
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Nutlook

military authcritias
during an Army intervention a&z3irs
vould probably not lead to 2 cTed

*I to reassume political powzr
secause they are fully aware that they have no innovotite

current problems. Most want to comreatras
¢n nrofecsional matters neglec

military governed the country.B

-
-

ring the 12 years tim

The survival of peruvian democracy--and particularly t=-
nro=1S Belaunde governmert--remains important both for iws
do:cn:trapion effect and for the long-term prospects fcr
3tability in the region. Ve do not believe that SL alcre
currontlv represents a threat to Belaunde, but the militarop——srie
dicace threat--will be carefully monitoring events. Militz--
intervyzntion would become more litely as a result of:

-~ince

easirg popular Support for the SL;

--evidence of subcstan

tial foreign assistanceto the Si:

--terrorist activity in the northern and jungle recicns:

-~larqer,

more sophisticated SL Operations against imgoreant
governmnent tarqgets, e

specially military units.

Lven under these circumstances, the SL would almos:
c~rtainly bhe shattered

1 by & confrontation with the Army,
eapecially if the Dilitary had the kind of unfettered guster
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it would lize. “The %errorists are still at a relatively

rudimenrazy stage and the Arme has performed effectively in gpast
* " countarirsuracncy campaiqne.
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