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SUBJECT: LA CANTUTA/CIENEGUILLA CASE
- CONTINUES TO HEAT UP

REF: LIMA 12022

1. (U) SUMMARY: ACCORDING TO AN UNNAMED SOURCE
IN A NEWSMAGAZINE STORY, THE ARMY IN JULY OFFERED
FINANCIAL AND OTHER INCENTIVES FOR FOUR MEMBERS
OF AN ARMY DEATH SQUAD IF THEY LET THEMSELVES BE
TRIED AND CONVICTED. HOWEVER, NO ONE ACCEPTED

sy

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE
REVIEW AUTHORITY: WILLIAM E. LANDFAIR
DATE/CASE ID: 19 JUL 2002 S200200010

V53

Page: 1
RELEASED IN FULL
C-01 OASY-00
INM-02 TEDE-00
NSCE-00 O0IC-02
SIL-00  SNP-00
T-00 USIE-00
Page: 1

UNCLASSIFIED




UNCLASSIFIED

’
! v
.

Case Number: $200200010

THE OFFER. SOME OF THE CLOTHES FOUND WITH HUMAN
+ REMAINS NEAR CIENEGUILLA HAVE BEEN IDENTIFED BY
RELATIVES OF -THE LA CANTUTA VICTIMS. DNA TESTING
" ON THE CIENEGUILLA REMAINS HAS BEEN DELAYED, BUT,
CONTRARY TO RUMOR, THIS IS MORE DUE TO THE SLOW
PROCESS OF ANALYSIS THAN BECAUSE THE GOP HAS
REFUSED TO PAY THE COST. SEVERAL LA CANTUTA
STUDENTS, REPORTEDLY WITNESSES TO THE JULY 1992
ABDUCTIONS, HAVE BEEN DETAINED OVER THE PAST FEW
WEEKS OSTENSIBLY FOR TERRORISM. END SUMMARY.

BUYOUT OFFER FOR DEATH SQUAD MEMBERS?

2. (U) ACCORDING TO A NOVEMBER 8 ARTICLE IN THE
PERUVIAN NEWSWEEKLY "SI," THE PERUVIAN ARMY IN
JULY OF THIS YEAR OFFERED FINANCIAL AND OTHER
INCENTIVES TO MEMBERS OF THE ARMY INTELLIGENCE
DEATH SQUAD ALLEGEDLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LA
CANTUTA DISAPPEARANCES AND THE BARRIOS ALTOS
KILLINGS, IN EXCHANGE FOR PERMITTING THEMSELVES
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TO BE CONVICTED FOR HAVING COMMITTED THOSE HUMAN
RIGHTS ABUSES. THE STORY, ACCORDING TO THE
MAGAZINE, COMES FROM THE SAME UNNAMED SOURCE
WHO, IN AN ARTICLE PUBLISHED THE WEEK BEFORE,
HAD CLAIMED TO BE A MEMBER OF "COLINA" (THE
DEATH SQUAD’'S CODE NAME) AND DESCRIBED HOW THE
LA CANTUTA VICTIMS WERE ALLEGEDLY KILLED IN A
FIELD NEAR HUACHIPA (REFTEL).

3. (U) ACCORDING TO THE MOST RECENT ACCOUNT,
GENERAL JUAN RIVERO LAZO, WHO WAS CHIEF OF THE

" ARMY INTELLIGENCE DIRECTORATE WHEN THE BARRIOS
ALTOS AND LA CANTUTA OPERATIONS OCCURRED,

' PRESIDED OVER A LUNCH IN LIMA’S BARRANCO DISTRICT
ON JULY 10, 1993. PRESENT AT THE LUNCH WERE
"NEARLY ALL 27 MEMBERS OF ’'COLINA’"™ EXCEPT FOR
TWO, THE SOURCE CLAIMS. RIVERO LAZO TOLD THE
DEATH SQUAD MEMBERS THAT HE WAS UNDER FIRE OVER
THE INCIDENTS. HE THEN, ACCORDING TO THE
ARTICLE, CALLED FOR FOUR VOLUNTEERS WHO WOULD BE
WILLING TO SACRIFICE THEMSELVED FOR THE
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Case Number: S$S200200010
INSTITUTIONAL PRESTIGE OF THE ARMY.

4. (U) ACCORDING TO THE SOURCE, RIVERO LAZO
EXPLAINED THAT THE FOUR WOULD HAVE TO CONFESS TO
THE KILLINGS, SAY THAT THEY COMMITTED THEM ON
THEIR OWN ACCORD WITHOUT ORDERS, AND ARGUE THAT
THEY DID IT BECAUSE THEY WERE CONVINCED THE
VICTIMS WERE MEMBERS OF SENDERO LUMINOSO. ONE
OF THE ARGUMENTS THEY COULD USE WAS THAT THEY

KILLED THE PROFESSOR iﬂi iﬁiiENTS FROM LA CANTUTA
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BECAUSE THEY HAD RECEIVED INTELLIGENCE THAT THE
TEN HAD CARRIED OUT THE JULY 1992 TARATA BOMBING
IN LIMA’S MIRAFLORES DISTRICT. THEY COULD ALSO
CLAIM THAT THEY WERE SEEKING REVENGE FOR A 1992
AMBUSH ON AN ARMY BUS AND THAT THEY WERE
CONVINCED THE PEOPLE CONGREGATED AT NEIGHBORHOOD
PARTY WERE MEMBERS OF ?ENDERO’S CENTRAL COMMITTEE.

5. (U) IN EXCHANGE FOR THE SACRIFICE, RIVERO
LAZO ALLEGEDLY SAID, THE ARMY WOULD OFFER THE
FOLLOWING BENFITS: ’

-- USD 1,000 PER MONTH (FOR AN UNSPECIFIED

AMOUNT OF TIME) ;
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SUBJECT: LA CANTUTA/CIENEGUILLA CASE
-- FREE HOUSING IN A MILITARY NEIGHBORHOOD FOR

- FIVE YEARS;

-- A GUN FOR PERSONAL PROTECTION:;
-- A GUARANTEE OF ONLY SIX MONTHS IN JAIL:;
-- PERMISSION TO GO HOME ON WEEKENDS; AND

-- DISCHARGE FROM THE'SERVICE AND REMOVAL TO A
FOREIGN COUNTRY WITH "ECONOMIC COMPENSATION."

6. (U) ONLY ONE MAN VOLUNTEERED, ACCORDING TO
THE STORY: MAJOR SANTIAGO MARTIN RIVAS,
"COLINA’S" COMMANDER. HOWEVER, RIVERO LAZO DID
NOT ACCEPT MARTIN’'S OFFER, TELLING HIM THAT HE
HAD A BRIGHT FUTURE IN THE ARMY. THE ALLEGED
ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF OF THE DEATH SQUAD, MAJOR
CARLOS PICHILINGUE, THEN OPINED THAT ONE OF THE
ABSENT MEMBERS, KNOWN AS "PETETE," COULD BE
CONSIDERED A VOLUNTEER, SINCE THE PRESS HAD
ALREADY IDENTIFIED HIM. THE MEETING ENDED,
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Case Number: S$200200010

HOWEVER, WITHOUT ANY VOLUNTEERS OR AGREEMENT.
' ACCORDING TO THE SOURCE, MARTIN WAS ASSIGNED TO
DESIGNATE THE FOUR SCAPEGOATS.

CLOTHES IDENTIFIED BY LA CANTUTA RELATIVES

T T T e e e - - — .. - - e

7. (U) ON NOVEMBER 5, TEN RELATIVES OF THE LA
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CANTUTA VICTIMS TOOK A CLOSE LOOK FOR THE FIRST
TIME AT ARTICLES OF CLOTHING DISCOVERED ALONG
WITH THE HUMAN REMAINS EXCAVATED NEAR CIENEGUILLA
IN JULY. 1IN THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC MINISTRY

" INVESTIGATOR INTO THE CIENEGUILLA CASE, SEVERAL
FAMILY MEMBERS CLAIMED TO RECOGNIZE CLOTHES THEY
SAID BELONGED TO SOME OF THE DISAPPEARED STUDENTS.

' CONTROVERSY OVER PAYMENT FOR DNA TESTS

8. AT A RECEPTION HOSTED BY CHARGE NOVEMBER
92, BRITISH AMBASSADOR TOLD ACTING POLCOUNS
THE DNA TESTING WOULD TAKE AT LEAST THREE TO FOUR
MONTHS TO CONDUCT. THE TEST ON CZAR NICOLAS II
AND HIS FAMILY, HE NOTED, TOOK SIX MONTHS. HE
DOWNPLAYED THE COST CONTROVERSY (REFTEL) AND
INDICATED THAT THIS WAS NOT HOLDING UP TESTING.
FIRM ESTIMATES OF COSTS (ABOUT USD 30,000 FOR
SINGLE SET OF TESTS, UP TO USD 100,000 FOR A
COMPLETE SERIES) HAVE ONLY RECENTLY BECOME
AVAILABLE. HASKELL SAID THAT HMG WAS WILLING TO
PAY THE COSTS OF THE TESTING OUT OF A 3,000,000
POUND GRANT WHICH THEY HAVE GIVEN PERU. HOWEVER,
LONDON WAS UNWILLING TO CONTRIBUTE AN ADDITIONAL
AMOUNT TO COVER THE TESTS, HE SAID. IT WAS UP TO
THE PERUVIANS TO DECIDE IF THEY WANTED TO PAY THE
COSTS DIRECTLY, OR HAVE THEM SUBTRACTED FROM THE
GRANT. HASKELL SAID HE HAD BEEN IN CONTACT
SEVERAL TIMES IN THE LAST SEVERAL DAYS WITH THE

ATTORNEY GENERAL ABoqﬁ THE PAYMENT AND WAS

i,
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CONFIDENT AN AGREEMENT COULD BE REACHED. 1IN
RESPONSE TO NUMEROUS INQUIRIES, THE BRITISH
EMBASSY ISSUED A STATEMENT NOVEMBER § ADVISING
THE MEDIA THAT IT COULD NOT SAY WITH CERTAINTY
HOW LONG THE RESULTS OF THE ANALYSES WOULD TAKE,
ESPECIALLY GIVEN THE CHARRED STATE OF THE BONES.

9. - THE SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR FOR THE
CIENEGUILLA CASE, VICTOR CUBAS, WHO IN EARLY
NOVEMBER HAD CLAIMED THE DNA RESULTS WOULD BE
AVAILABLE WITHIN A WEEK, ADMITTED NOVEMBER 5 THAT
HE DID NOT KNOW WHEN THEY WOULD BE READY. *"IT
COULD BE SEVERAL MONTHS, I DO NOT KNOW THE EXACT
DATE," HE TOLD JOURNALISTS. CUBAS ALSO
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT NO PAYMENT HAD BEEN MADE FOR
THE TESTS, BUT THAT WAS BECAUSE THE BIRMINGHAM
LAB HAD NOT YET DETERMINED EXACTLY HOW MUCH THE
TESTING WOULD COST (WHICH TRACKED WITH AMBASSADOR
HASKELL'S EXPLANATION). CUBAS NOTED THAT USD
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SUBJECT: LA CANTUTA/CIENEGUILLA CASE
15,000 WAS ON DEPOSIT WITH THE PERUVIAN EMBASSY

IN LONDON TO PAY FOR THE EXAMS (NOT ENOUGH, GOING
BY HASKELL’S ESTIMATES).

10. (U) ROGER CACERES, CHAIRMAN OF THE CONGRESS
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE, TOLD JOURNALISTS NOVEMBER
8 THAT HE WAS VERY DISAPPOINTED IN ALL THE DELAYS
IN THE LA CANTUTA/CIENEGUILLA CASE, INCLUDING THE
SLOW PACE OF THE DNA TESTING. HE SUGGESTED THAT
THE FBI COULD HAVE DONE 'ALL THE FORENSICS EXAMS,
WHICH, HE SAID, WAS OFFERED GRATIS. IF THE GOP
DOES NOT HAVE ENOUGH MONEY FOR THE DNA TESTING,
HE WENT ON, NGO’'S COULD CONTRIBUTE. CACERES
ASSERTED HE WOULD SUMMON TO CONGRESS CUBAS,
ATTORNEY GENERAL BLANCA NELIDA COLAN, AND
POSSIBLY EVEN DEFENSE MINISTER VICTOR MALCA, TO
HEAR THEIR TESTIMONY ABOUT WHY THE INVESTIGATIONS
ARE TAKING SO LONG. )

11. %A SENIOR COORDINADORA STAFFER ASSERTED
TO POL NOVEMBER 9 THAT THE GOP IS "FOOT
DRAGGING" ON PAYMENTS FOR THE TESTS. THE
COORDINADORA WAS AGAIN INTERESTED IN THE USG'S
OFFER. FIRST, HOWEVER, COORDINADORA SAID IT
WOULD TRY TO HAVE THE GOP ACCEPT AMNESTY
INTERNATIONAL’S OFFER TO COVER THE COSTS.
EMBASSY INTERVENTION MAY BE REQUESTED FORMALLY
IF THE GOP DECLINES TO ACCEPT AI’'S FUNDING.

- LA CANTUTA STUDENTS DETAiHﬁD

Page: 7

UNCLASSIFIED




e UNCLASSIFIED

ﬂ Page: 8
n/a g

Case Number: S200200010
CONFIDENTIAL

PAGE 03 - LIMA 12252 03 OF 03 1517232

" 3 i

12. (U) PRESS REPORTS INDICATE THAT OVER THE
LAST MONTH, AS MANY AS TWELVE STUDENTS AND AN
ADMINISTRATIVE EMPLOYEE FROM LA CANTUTA
UNIVERSITY HAVE BEEN DETAINED BY POLICE. THE
MOST RECENT DETENTIONS OCCURRED OCTOBER 29, WHEN
THREE STUDENTS WERE TAKEN FROM THE CAMPUS IN A
POLICE VEHICLE, ACCORDING TO WITNESSES. ALL
WERE REPORTEDLY TAKEN TO THE COUNTER-TERRORISM
POLICE (DINCOTE) HEADQUARTERS AND CHARGED WITH
TERRORISM. SOME OF THE STUDENTS’ CLASSMATES
HAVE CLAIMED THAT MANY OF THE DETAINEES WERE
WITNESSES TO THE JULY 1992 ABDUCTIONS. ACCORDING
TO A PRESS REPORT, ROGER CACERES WENT TO DINCOTE
TO OBTAIN MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE DETENTIONS,
BUT POLICE REPORTEDLY REFUSED TO PROVIDE DETAILS
OF THE ARRESTS.

13. () COMMENT: THE "SI" MAGAZINE STORY, LIKE
' THE ONE BEFORE IT (REFTEL), IS DETAILED. -
HOWEVER, IT DOES SEEM UNUSUAL THAT MARTIN RIVAS
WOULD HAVE VOLUNTEERED TO BE THE FALL GUY FOR THE
DEATH SQUAD, AND THAT HE WOULD BE TURNED DOWN.

. MARTIN IS THE ONE THAT THE MEDIA HAVE BEEN
SHARPENING THEIR KNIVES FOR (IN FACT, "SI"
MAGAZINE’'S COVER CARRIED A PICTURE OF MARTIN
AIMING A GUN STRAIGHT AHEAD). IT WILL BE
DIFFICULT FOR THE GOP TO CREDIBLY INDICT A GROUP
OF MILITARY PERSONNEL FOR THE ASSASSINATIONS AND
NOT INCLUDE MARTIN RIVAS.
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