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1. {IJ} CLASSIFIED BY AMBASSADOR JOHN RB. HAMILTON, EMBASSY
LIMA, REASCN: 1.5(D}.
2. (8) SUMMBRY: A NEWLY CONFIDENT PRESIDENT FUJIMORI TOLD
RVMBASSADOR OCTOBER 24 THAT HE WAS USING HIS
AUTHORETY EE_EUHHEHEEE”IHJCHIEF OF THE ARMED PORCES
FERSOHALLY TO "RELOCATE®™ (NOT ARREST) OFFICERS CLOSE TO
MONTESINOS TO TAKE CONTROL OF THE SITUATION CREATED BY
MONTESINGSG! UNDESIRED RETURN. FUJIMORI DOES NOT YET ENOW
MONTESINGS' EXACT WHEREAROUTS BUT APPATENTEY DOES NOT/HOT
EXDIS
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INTEND TC ARREST HIM WHEN HE FINDS HIM. FUJIMORI WAS DEEPLY .
OFFENDED BY QAS SECRETARY GENERAL'S OCTOBER 23 PRESS
STATEMENT ON MONTESINOS’ RETUBN AND SAID HE WOULD NOT/NOT
MAKE HIS MEETING WITH CAVIRIA OCTOBER 25 THE CGCCASION FOR
RECOMMITTING HIMSELF PUBLICLY TCQ THE OAS DIALOGOR. HE WAS
CATEGORICAL, HOWEVER, IN SAYING THAT HE IS5 AS DETERMINED AS
EVER TO HOLD CLFAN ELECTICNS AND TURN THE GOVERNMENT AND
MOUNTRY OVER TO HIS SUCCESSOR IN GOOD SHAPE. END SUMMARY.

Bi

5. (8} FUJIMORI WAS OTHERWISE RELATIVELY FORTHCOMING ON
EVENTS CONCERNING MONTESINGS. HE SAID HE HAD PERSONALLY
TAKEN CHARGE OF EFFORTS TQ LIMIT MONTESINOS' CAPACITY TO
INFLURNCE EVENTS BY "RELOCATING® OFFICERS ILOYAL TO
MONTESINOS. HE HAD FIVE OF THEM IN THE PATLACE ITSELF BUT
HAD ATREADY DECIDED IT WaS NECESSARY TO KBEP ONLY TWO THERE.
FUJIMORI SAID HE HAD ARRESTED N ONE EUT, RATHER, HAD USEDR
IS AUTHORITY AS COMMANDER IN CHIEF TO "REASSIGN OFFICERS."
(COMMENT: THIS IS8 MARING AN ART FORM OF EUPHEMISM. THE
CFFICERS WERE LED AWAY IN HANDCUFFS. END COMMENT.) HE HAD
ALSO ORDERED A NIMBER OF QTHER PERSONNEL REJASSIGNMENTS,
WHICH WERE BEING CARRIED QUT. ASKED EY THE AMBASSADOR ABOUT
THE LOYALTY OF SECOND MILITARY REGION COMMANDER CUBAS
(MOWFTESINGS' BROTHER-IN-LAW), A SMILING FUJIMORI SAID CUBAS
15 TOTALLY LOYAL AND PROFESSIONAL, THAT THE COMMON
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DPERCEETION THAT HE IS BEHOLDEN TO MCNTESINOS IS DEAD WRONG.
T CLEAN OUT MONTESINDS® INFLUENCE TN THAT COMMAND, A PHONE
CALL TO CUBAS HAD SUFFICED. (NOTE: THIS IS IN CONTRAST TO
FILJIMORI'S COMMENT OF FOUUR WEEKS AZD THAT IMFLIED HE COULD

MOT COOUNT ON CURAS" - LOYALTY.)
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6. {S) THE AWMBASSADGR TOLD: THE PRESIDENT THAT THE USG WAS
DEBEPLY CONCEENED AT THE DISRUPTIVE EFFECT {ON DEMOCRATIZATION
THAT MONTESINQS HAD ALREADY ENGENDEREDR AND THAT WE WERE
DELIQHTED THAT HE WAS NOW MOVING FORCEFULLY TO TAKE CHARGE.
BEUT COULDN*T THE DPRESIDENT SPEAX TC THE ISSUE PUBLICLY COR
TAKE EXECUTIVE ACTION T0 MAKE HIS BREAK WITH MONTESINOS
CLEARER? FOR EXAMPLE, THE PRESIDENT COULD PROHIBIT ANY
CONTACT BY ARMED FORCES, INTELLIGENCE OR OTHER PUBLIC
EMPLOYEE WITH MOWNTESINOS AND BAN MONTESINOS' ENTRY INTO ANY
MILTTARY OR INTELLIQENCE FACILITY. FUJIMORI SATD HE DIL NOT
WANT 0 JEOPARDIZE THE ACTIONS VUNDERWAY BY ACTINQ IN SUCH A
PUBLIC MANMER. THE AMBASS5ADOR FRRSISTED, NOTING THAT
MONTESINOS WAS UNDOUBTERLY WELL AWARE OF THE PRESIDENT'S
ACTIONS; ONLY THE PERUVIAN PUBLIC WAS NOT. HOW WOULD PURLIC
ACTIONS PUT THE SECURITY OF THE PRESIDENT'S INTENTIONS AT
RISK? PFUJIMORI STILL DEMURRED, OREERVING THAT HE DID NOT
COVERN ONE DAY AT A TIME BUT ALWAYE LOOKING AHEAX, HE HAD
ENDURED 120 DAYS OF HARSH CRITICISM DURING THE JAPANESE
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EMBASSY HOSTAGE CRISIS BUT HIS S5ILENCE WAS FOR A REASON.

7. {3) RESBONDING WITHOUT MUCH ELABORATION TO A SERIES OF
CUBSTICONS, FIRTIMORI SAID HE DID WNOT YET KNOW MONTESINGS'
EXACT WHEREABOUTS, BUT SAID ™WE KHOW THE AREA (OF LIMA) HE
IZ2 IN." DETERMINING MOMNTESINGS' WHERBABOUTS IS8 CLEARLY A
PRIORITY BUT HE INDICATED HE WiS NOT THINKING OF HAVING
MONTESINGS ARRESTED, AS HE ¥NEW OF NO LEGAL BASIS TO DO SO0,
OF OF RPEASSUMING A SEARCH FOR A COUNTRY THAT WOULD TAKE HIM.
THE CURRENT EMPHASIS IS ON "LIMITING HIS CAPABILITY TG
INFLUENCE." FUJIMORI VOLUNTEERED THAT THERE WAS FPROEABLY
NOTHING TO BE DDONE ABOUT THE 4-5 CONGRESSMEN LOYAT, TO
MONTESINOS OR THE FERSONAL TIES HE HAD TO THE WINTER :
BROTHERS, THEE FORMER BUSINESS PARTHERS OF BARUCH IVCHER, WHO
WOW CONTROL TV CHANNEL TWOH. RUT UE WAS CQNFIDENT THAT EE
WAS WELL ON HIS WAY TO GETTING MONTESINOS' CAPABILITY FOR
GEEATER MISCHIREF UNDER CONTROL.

8. (3) THE EAMBASSADOR TURNED T) THE OAS DIALOGUE. HE TOLD )
THE PRESIDENT FLATLY THAT U.5. SUPPQRT FOR HIS GOVERNMENT 15 |
HOT UNCONDITIONAL. RATHER, IT IS5 SUPFORT FOR HIS DECLARED
INTENTIONS TO HOLD N&EW, CLEAN ELECTIOHS, STAND DOWN THE
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICE AND PROCEED AT AN ACCELERATED
PACE WITH DEMOCRATIZATION. OUR WEILLINGNESS TO WORK WITH HIM
WOULD EVAPCRATE IF WE CONCLUDED HE WAS NOT SERIOUS ABOUT
FOLLOWING THROUGE TO ACHIEVE THESE GOALS. THE AMBASEADOR

SAID RECENT DIFFICULTIES IN THE TALKS, COMBINED WITH
MONTESINGS® RETURN, HAD CREATED DOUBTS THAT HE NERDEH TO
DISPEL AND THAT THE VISIT WITH OAS SECRETARY GENERAL GAVIRIA
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WAS AN IDEAL GﬂPDRTﬁHITY T RESTAIE HIS CGMMTTMEHT TD TqE
COALS OF THE DIALOGUE. FUJIMORI RESPONDED THAT HE HAD) BEEN
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DEEPLY QFFENDED BY THE TONE AWD CONTENT OF THE OAS PRESS
STATEMENT ON MONTESINOS' RETURN IN DEPICTING HIM AS HAVING
"AUTHORIZED" THE RETURN. HE SAID HE WOULD MEET WITH GAVIRIA
AS REQUIRED BY PROTCCOL BUT INDICATED THE RECEPTIGN WOULD EBE

T T T T P 1 e e e e
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9. (8) THE AMBASSADCR URGED FUJIMORI TO MEET PERSONALLY WITH
SOME MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITION AS A WAY TO RE-ESTABLISH
CONFIDENCE. FUJIMORI REJECTED THIZ, 10O, RECALLING HOW THE
ERST OF THE OPPOSITICON LEADNKRS, RAFAEL REY, HAD COMPLETELY
MISREPRESENTED A PRIVATE CONVERSATION THEY HAD TO THE PRESS.
IF THAT HAPPENS WITH REY, FUJIMORT SAID, IT WILL BE WORSE
WITH THE OTHEES. 'THR AMBASSADOR PERSISTED FOR A FEW MORE
EXCHANGES DN THIS TOPIC WITHOUT GETTIHNG ANY MOVEMENT.
FUJIMORI DID POINT OUF, HOWEVER, THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS FUT
A FORWARD-LEANING ELECTIONS PROPOSAL ON THE TAELE, NOTIND
THAT IT INCLUDED A TRUTH COMMISSION AND INDEMMNIFICATION.

THE AMBASSADOR AGREED BUT SAID THAT, IN THE ATMOSPHERE
CREATED BY MONTESINOS' RETURN, THE PROPOSAL DOES NOT SPEAK
ADEQUATELY FOR ITSELF. TFUJIMORI ALSO STATED EMPHATICALLY
{(WHILE MAINTAINING THAT THE APRIL/MAY 2008 ELECTIONS HAD NOT
INVOLVED "FEAUD") THAT HE WAS COMMITTED TO MAKING THE
FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS IN THE CLEANEST IN PERUVIAN HISTORY.
FE ALS0O REPEATED WHAT HE HAS TOLD U5 BEFORE: THAT HIS GOAL
IS TO TURN OVER THE GUOVERWMENT AND CCUNTRY TO HIZ SUCCESSOR
IN GOCD SHAPE. THIS MEANS STABILITY IN THE INTERIM, DEBT
REDUCTION AWE & STRONG RELATIONSHIP WITH THE MILITARY. EE
DID NOT WANT HIS SUCCESSOR TO FACE A CRISTS WITH THE
MILITARY HIS FIRST DAY IN OFFICE, AS HE HAD IN 15%50.
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10. (8) COMMENT: FUJFIMORI SEEMED REJUVENATED BY THE ACTIGH
HE HAS ‘TAKEN VIS-A-VIS5 MONTESINOS, BUT CONTINUES TO
UNDERESTIMATE THE PROBLEMS HIS WEGOTIATORS FACE IN THE OAS
DIALOGUE. HOWEVER, LIMA'S NEWSPAPER OF RECORD, EL COMERCIC,
HAS AN ESSENTIALLY ACCURATE FRONT PAGE STORY OCTOEER 25 ON
THE "DETENTIONS® OF KEY MONTESINGS® ASSOCIATES. THIE WILD
TEMPORARILY HELPR KEEP THE LID ON THE "WHO’S IN CHARGE?T
FURCR UNTIL THE WHOLE MONTESINOS SITUATION BECOMES CLEARER.
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