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1. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, APRIL 4, 2001:
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STATEMENT BY RICHARD BOUCHER, SPOXESMAN

- -JOTNT STATEMENT OF THE US-MEXICO HIGH LEVEL WORKING GRGUF
O MIGRATION --

THE US-MEXICC HICH LEVEL WORKING GROUP ON MICGRATION SIGNED A
JOINT STATEMENT ON AFRIL 4 IN WASHINGTON, D.C. FOLLOWING IS
THE TEXY OF THAT STATEMENT.

BEGIN TEXT:

THE GOVERNMENTS OF MEXICO AND THE UNITED STATEE TODAY BEGAN
TALKES INTENDER TO ACHIERVE A FRAMEWORK FOQR ORDERLY, LEGAL,
SAFE AND HUMANE MIGEATION AND FOE THE PROTECTION OF WOREKER
RIGHTS. AS PRESIDENTS VICENTE FOX AND GEQRGE W. BUSH
DIRECTED DURING THEIR RECENT MEETING IN GUANAJUATC, THE
TALKS ARE CHAIRED BY THE SECRBTARIES OF GOVERMMENT AND
FOREISN RELATIONS OF MEXICO AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND
THE ATTORWEY GENERAT, OF THE UNITED STATES.

BOTH GOVERNMENTS VIEW THIS PROCESS AS AN EXERCISE OF SHARED
RESEONSIBILITY, WITH A LONG TERM PERSPECTIVE, TO ENSURE THAT
MICRATION OF MEXICANS TO THE UNITED STATES IS OF MUTUAL
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QPPORTUNITY LND EENEFIT. BOTH GOVERNMENTS ARE ALSC
COMMITTED TO THE REGUIATICN AND SAFETY OF FERSONS AT OUR
COMMON BORDER. IT I3 RECOGNIZED THAT THE COMPONENTS OF THE
AGENDA FORM A SINCLE UNDERTARING, SSEKING AW IN-DEPTH
SOLUTION ON MIGRATION.

THE FIRST ROUND OQF TALXS ESTABLLISHER THE MECHANICS OF THE
UNCLASSIFIED
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TALES AND & TIMETAELE FOR FUTURE ACTIVITIES, AS WELL AS THE
PARBMETERS OF THIS BINATIONAL EFFORT. THRE OFFICIALS OF BOTH
COUNTRIES EXCHANCED POINTS OF VIEW CONCERNING SHORT, MEDIUM
AND LONG TERM OBJECTIVES, AS WELL AS AN INITIAL ANALYSIS OF
THE ACTIONS THAT MIGHT BE UNDERTAKEN BY THE EXECUTIVE AND
LEGISLATIVE BRANCHES OF BACH COUNTEY.

THE AGEWNDA INCLUDES DISCUSSION OF BORDER SAFRETY, THE H-2
VISR PROCEAM, IDEAS ON RECULARIZATION OF UNDOCUMENTED
MEXICANS IN THE UNITED STATES, PUSSIELE ALTERNATIVES FOR
TEMPORARY WORKERS WITH AN EMPHASIS OM CIECULERITY, WOERKER
RIGHTS AND LABOR DEMAND, COCPERATION ON LAW ENFORCEMENT
IBSUES, REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOFMENT, AND THE SCHEDULING OF
FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE HIGH LEVEL WORKING GROUP CON _
MIGREATION. ;

THE TWC SIDES AGREED T¢ URGE STRONGLY THAT ALL MEXICANS
CURRENTLY IN THE UNITED STATES WHO ARE ELIGIBLE FOR THE
BENEFITS TROVIDED UMDER THE LEGAL IMMIGEATION AND FAMILY
EOUITY (LIFE} ACT, TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THOSE EENEFITSE IN ALL
CATEGORIES, INCLUDING 245(I) ADJUSTMENT, WHICH HAS AN
APPLICATION DERDLINE OF APRIL 30, Z401.

THE OFFICIALS AGREED TO JOINTLY HOST SEVERAL MEETINGS ALONG
THE BORDER TO STRENGTHEN EXISTING MECHANISMES AND DEVELOP NEW
IDEAS FOR COOPERATION OM BORDER SAFETY. IN ADDITION, BOUTH
THE GOVERNMENTS HAVE AGREED TO SICNIFICANTLY IMCRERASE
RESOURCES IN THIS AREBA. PRICRITY WILL BE GIVEN TO FROGRABMS
AIMED AT COMBATING THE SMUGGLING OF PEOPLE AND PREVENTING
THE DEATHS OF MIGRANTS AT THE BORDEE.
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THE WORK INITIATED TODAY IN WASHINGTON, D.C. SHEKS TG DEAL

WITH THE DIFFERENT ASPFECTS OF THE MIGRATION PHENOMENON. THE
WORKING GROUP WILL DELIVER A FRELIMINARY RETDORT TO THE
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BINATIONAL COMMISSION MEETING ‘TG BE HELD THIS SUMMER.
MOREGVER, THE GROUP WILL ENDEAVOR TQO PRODUCE ITS INITIATL
RESULTE BY THE FALL OF TERIS YRAR AND REPORT TC OUR THO

. PRESIDENTE .

END TEXT.

--COLOMBIA: DARAMILITARY OFFER TO ARRANGE SURRENDEE OF TOP
NRARCOTICS TRAFFICEKERS --

i { .
Q: COMMENT ON UNITED $ELP-DEFENSE FORCES OF COLOMEIA {RUC) f'\U
LEADER CRARLOS CASTANQ'S REPORTED OFFER IN TODAY'S WASHINGTON KA
POST TO HELP RRRANGE THE SURRENDER OF A5 MANY AS 20 OF /7"\#
COLOMBIA®S TOP DRUG TRAFPFICKERS FOR TRIAL IN THE U.5. [_ J\Jk

A: WHILE WE WELCOME MR. CASTAND'S REPCETED ANTI-LRUG
STATEMENTS, THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE HAS HAD NO CONTACT WITH
MR. CASTANO. WE HAVE NO INTENTIONS OF TALKING TO HIM OR
SOLICTTING THE HELP OF HIS UNITED SELF-DEFENSE FORCES OF
© CMOLOMBIA (AUC IN SPANISH) QR ANY OTHER ILLEGAL GROUP. IT IS
. ACGRTNST U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY FOR GOVERMMENT OFFICIALS TO
MEET WITH PARAMILTTARY LEADERS OR THEIR REPRESENTATIVES.

THERE IS COMPELLING EVIDENCE THAT ILLEGAL ARMED GROUPS IN
UNCLASSIFIED
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COLOMBIA - INCLUDING THE REVOLUTTONARY ARMED FORCES OF
COLOMBTA (FARCY AND THE AUC - ARE HEAVILY INVOLVED IN TEE
NARCOTIC'S INDUSTRY, AND DEPENDENT UPON WARCOTICS FINANCING
TO SUSTAIN THEIR COMBAT OFPERATIONS. '

WE WILL CONTINUE QUR EFFORTS TO BRING TO JUSTICE THOSE
THVOLVED IN NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING, REGARDLESS OF POLITICATD
AFFILIATION.

O: {(IF NEEDED) WHAT IS OUR POSITION ON CROTANG 3
ORGANTEZEATION?

A: THE PARBMILITARY GRQUP, UNITED SELF-DEFENSE PORCES OF
COTOMBTA (AUC), IS AMONG THE MOST SERIOUS THRBATS T THE
RULE OF L&W IN COLOMBIA. THIS ILLEGAL GROUP IS NOT THE
SOLUTION TO THE MANY SERIGUS FROELEMS CONFRONTING COLOMBIA.
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THIS GROUP IS A SICGNIFICANT PERPETRATOR OF SERIOUS HUMAN
RICHTS ABUSES IN COLOMETA. AND LIKE OTHER IDLEGAL ARMED
GROUPS IN COLOMBIA, THE UNITED SELF-DEFENSE FORCES OF

COLOMBIA (AUC) IS DEEPLY INVOLVED IN THE WARCOTICE TRADE,
FROM WHICH IT DERIVES A SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OF ITS INCOME.

Q: (IF NEEDED) IS5 THE U.5. GOVERNMENT CONSIDERING
DESIGNATING THE AUC AS A TERRORIST ORGANIZATION?

_A: WE DO NOT COMMENT CN WiEAT GROUPS THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE
MAY BE CONSIDERING FOR DESIGNATION AS FORBIGN TERRORIST
OREANIZATIONS., THE UNITED SELF-DEFENSE PORCES OF COLCMBIA'S
APPALLING HUMAN RIGHTS RECORD IN COLOMBIA HAS LONG CONCERNEL
US. ‘THIS YEAR’S HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT ON COLOMBIA REVIEWS IN

UHCLASSTFIED
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SOME DETAIL RECENT PARAMILITARY HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS.

~-- CUBA: MEDICAL STUDIES --

(3: ANY COMMENT ON THE STORY INDICATING THAT U.S. STUDENIS
HAVE ARRIVED TOQ BEGIN BETUDYING MEDICINE IN CURATY .

A: UNDER OUR CUBA PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE POLICY AMERICRNS ARE
ALLOWED TO TRAVEL 10 CUBA FOR ACADEMIC REASCNS AFTER
OBTAINING A LICENSE FROM THE TREASURY DEPARIMENT 'S OFFICE OF
FOREIGN ASSETS CONTRCOL. THIS WOULD INCLUDE THE STUDY OF
MEDICINE. CUBAN STUDENTS ARE ALSQO ALLOWED TI0 STUDY IN TEE
UNITED STATES. 'IHE CFFICE OF FOREIGN ASSETS CONTROL WOULD
HAVE FURTHER INFORMATION ON LICENSES FOR THESE AMERICANS.
IT IS5 IMEORTANT TS NOTE THAT ANY GRADUATE OF A FOREIGH
MEDICAT. SCHOOL WHD WISHED TO PRACTICE MEDICINE IN THE U.S.
. MUST PASE THE 17.8. MERICAL LICENSING EXAMINATION (MLE).
WE FIND IT CURIOUS THAT THR GOVERNMENT OF CUBA HAS IN MANY
INSTANCES TURNED DOWN OFFEES OF SCHOLARSHIP FOR CUBAN
STIMENTS T STUDY AT U.S. UNIVERSITIES, BUT NOW WISHES TO
OFFER SCHOLARSHIPFS TO T.S. STUDENTS TO STUDY IN CUBA.

-~ PERUI: ELBCTIONWNS ON APRIL & --
KEY PDINTS TO MAKh

w=- EXPECT THESE ELECTIONS WILL BE FREE AND FAIR.

-~ DO HOT FAVOR ANY CANDIDATE.

-— GAVE $7 YILLION IN ASSISTANCE TCO SUPFORT ELECTORAL
TNCLASSIFIED
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AUTHORITIES, OBSERVERS, VOTER EDUCATION.

-- NO V.S. GOVERNMENT OBSERVER MISSIONW. PRESIDENT CARTER
ANTY ORGANIZATION OF MMERICAN STATES (OAS) WILL BE AMONG
THOSE DRESENT.

-- D0 HOT ENOW WHEREE MOMNTESINCS IS BUT ARE CONFIDENT
ELECTORAL AUTHORITIES WILL OVERSEX A TRANSPARENT PROCESS.

' Q: COMMENT ON THIS SUNDAY’S MNATIONAL ELECTIONS IN DRRU,
RECENT RISE OF ALAN GARCIA IN THE POLLS?

A: WE BXPECT THESE ELECTIONS WILL BE FREE AND FAIR. WE
HAVE FROVIDED 57 MILLLION IN ASSISTANCE TO SUPPORT THE WORK
OF ELECTORAL AUTHORITIES AND OBSERVER GROUPS, AND TO RROMOTE
VOTER ERTCATION.

WE TAKE NO POSITION ON ANY OF THE CANDIDATES FOR PRESIDENT.
WE ARE FREPARED TO WORE WITH WHOMEVER THE FPERUVIZY PEOPLE
ELECT IN A DEMGCRATIC PROCESS.

Q: WILL THE U.5. GUVEENMENT SEND AW OBSERVEER MISETONT

A: WHILE THE TNITED STATES GOVERMNMEMT IS5 NOT SENDING Al
OBSERVER MISZICN, WE ARE SUPPCRTING HIGHLY RESPECTED
PERUVIAN AND INTERNATIOWAL OBSERVER GROUPS, HOME OF WHOM
WILL BE ACCOMPLRWNTEDR BY REDRESEMTATIVEE FROM OUR EMBASSEY IN
LIMA.

FORMER PEESLIDENT CARETER WILL HEAD A MISSIONM FROM THE CARTER
CENTER/NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUIE. FORMER GUATEMAT.AN
FOREIGN MINISTER EDURRDO STEIN WILL HEAD A MISSION FRCOM THE
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES.

UNCLASSIFIED
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Q: WHERE IS MONTESIMNOS THESE DAYSY ARE YOU WORRIED HE WILL
SOMEHOW TRY TO MANIPFULATE THE ELECTION?T

Ar WE DO NOT ENOW WHERE ME. MONTES1INOS IS CUORRENTLY LOCATED.
WE ARFE CONFIDENT THE ELECTORAL AUTHORITIES WILL OVERSEE &
TRANSPAEENT PROCESE.

g: (IF hSRED} WHAT IS THE U.S5. DOING 'TO HELP FIND AND
PROSECTTE MONTESINQIT

L: WE ARE COOPERATIMG FULLY WITH REQUESTS FROM THE PERUVIAN

n/a
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GOVERMMENT MADE IN COMNKECTION WITH ITS5 EFFORTE TO LOCATE
MONTESTIHOE AND INVESTIGATE HIS ALLEGED ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES.

WE CRNNOT DISCUSS THESE LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES PUBLICLY
BUT I CAN ASSURE ¥0U THAT PERUVIAMN AND U.5. AUTHORITIES ARE
IN CLOSE CONTAQT.

3. CA PRESE GUIDANCE, APRIL 5, 2001:

—- PERU: EFTATUS OF LORI BERENSON CASE --
Q: COMMENT ON LOEI BERENSON CIVILIAN TRIALY

A. ORAL ARGUMENTE IN LORI BERENSQN'S CIVILIAN TRIAL BEGAN
MARCH 24 AND ARE CONTIMITING.

EMBREEY OQFFICIALS CONTINUE TU ATTEND THE TRIAL.
INCLASSIFIED
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WE HAVE LONG PEESSED FOR M3. BERENSON TO BE GRANTED A
CIVILIAN TRIAT, TN WHICH SHE WOULD BE ACCORDED FULL DUE
FROCESS PROTECTICONZ UNDER PERUVIAN LAW.

WE CONTINUE TO URGE FERUVIAN OFFICIALE TO ENSURE THAT THESE
CIVILIAN JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS WILL PROVIDE SUCH PROTECTIONS .

TNAPPROPRIATE FOR US TQ COMMENT ON PQSSIBLE OUTCOMES OF
ONGOING CIVILIAN JUODICTAT PROCEEDTHGS.

V.5. CONSULAR OFICERS VISIT MS. BERENSON KEGULARLY AS THEY
DO ALL W.5. CITEZENS IN FOREIGN PRISONS. )

g: EREESPOMEE TO BERENSONS' STATEMENT THAT YOUR OWN EUMAN
RIGHTE EERORT MNOTES THAT A FATIR TRIAL I8 MOT POSEIBLE.

A, WE HAVE CONCEENE ABOUT TEE OPENNESE AND FAIBRNESS OF
TRIAL PROCEEDINGS IN PERU. HOWEVER, WE BELIEVE THE JUDICIAT
FEFORM PROCESE INDERWAY AND THR EFFORTS WEH HEAVE MADE TO
EMPHRSIZE OUKE CONCEEWME TO THE GOVERNMENT OF PEEU WILL HELE
ENSURE THAT MS. BERENSON'S TRIAL WILIL, BE CONDUCTED IN A
TRANSFARENT MANNER AND WITH FULL DUE PROCESS.

POWELL
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