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FM AMERMBASSY LIMA
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8733
AMEMEASSY ASUNCION
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA
AMEMEASSY BUENOS ATIRES
AMBMEADEY CARACAS
AMEMBRASSY LA PAZ
AMEMEBASEY MEXICO
AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEOD
EMEMBASSY OTTAWA
AMEMBASSY QUTTO
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO
USCINCSO MIAMI FL
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SUMMARY
1. (SBU) TWO MORE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES -- LUIS CASTAKEDA
(SCLIDARIDAD MACIONAL} AND JORGE SANTISTEVAN (SOMOS PERU-
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CAlISR DEMOCRATICA) -- HAVE DROPPED OUT OF THE RACE,
REDUCING ‘IHf FIELD T3 EIGHT. OAS OBSERVERS MISSION CHIEFR
EDUARDO STEIN, WHO ARRIVED FERRUARY 5 FOR & ONE-WEBK
PREPARATORY VISIT, NOTED THE NEGATIVE EFFECT ON IMPORTANT
ELECTION ISSUES OF THE PREQUCUPATION WITH THE
"YIADIVIDEOS." THE MOST RECENT VLADIVIDECS SHOW AN APRA
LEGISLATOR ACCEETING CASH FROM MONTESINCS AND MONTESINOS
PLOTTING WITH MEMRERS OF CONGRESS AND THE JUDICIARY TO
DERAIL A 1997 REFERENDUM CON FUJIMCRI'S RBILITY TO SEEK A
THIRD TERM IN QOFFICE. WIDESPREAD COMPLAINTE OF
PARTISAMNCSHIP IM THE SELECTIVE RELEASE QF THE VIDEQOS HAVE
MOTIVATED THE APPOINTMENT OF A ¢-MEMBER PANEL OF JUDGES ‘IO
REVIEW AND CATALOG THE VIDECS IN TWO WEEES. TWO SENIOR
PERU POSIBLE LEGISLATORS PUBLICLY DECRIED THE ALLEGED LACK
OF USG ASSISTANCE REGARDING MONTESINGS, WHILE THE SPECIAL
PROSECUTOR EMPHASIZED THE VALUARBLE ASSISTANCE HE HAD
RECEIVED AND PRIME MINISTER PEREE DE CUELLAR STRESSED THE
EXECUTIVE DOES NOT SH2RE THE LEGISLATORS® NEGATIVE VIEWS.
END STMMARTY . :
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AND THEW THERE WERE EIGHT

Z. (N TWO MOEE PRESIDENTIAL CaNDIDATES, LUIS CRETANEDA
(SOLIDARIDAD MACICONAL) AND JORGE SANTISTEVAN (S0MOS PERU-
CAUSA DEMOCRATICA), DROPPED OUT OF THE PRESIDENTIAL RACE
FERRUARY 5-6. CASTANEDA, WHO RAN UNSUCCESSFULLY TN THE
ap00 ELECTIONS, JOINED FORCES WITH CENTER-RIGHT CANDIDATE
LOURDES FLORES (UNIDAD NACIONAL) . HE BRINGS DESPERATELY
NEEDED ORCGANIZATION TN THE PREOVINCES, A BOOST TO FLORES?
MOMENTUM. SANTISTEVAN TOLD REPDRTERES HIS MOVEMENT WOULD
NOT "'HROW ITS SUPPORT TO ANY OTHER PRESIDENTIAL HCPEFUL AND
INSTEAD WOULD FOCUS ENERGIES Off CONGRESSIONAL CRNCIDACIES.

CROWDING THE ELECTORAL SFACE

i R T T D o o D D i e e e

3. (¥} FORMER GUATEMALAN FOREIGN MIMISTER EDUARDG. STEIN,
WHC LED THE 2000 OAS OBSERVATION MISSION AND ARRIVED IN
PERU TO LEAD 2001 MISSION, EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT THRE |
LOMINANCE IN THE PUBLIC DEBATE OF THE VIDREO TAPES SEIZED
FROM FUSITIVE FORMEER INTELLIGENCE ADVISOR VLAEDIMIRO
MONTESINQOS IS "LEAVING LITTLE XOCM" FOR ELECTION THEM=S.
THEREE REATLLY IS NO SPACE FOR SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSION OF THE
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CANDIDATES' PROPOSALS, HE SAID. STEIN BEGAN THE MISSION'S
WORK MEETING WITH PRESIDENT PANIAGUA AND PRIME MINISTER
PEREZ [E CUELLAR A3 WELL AS THE CHIEFS OF PERU'S ELECTION
OQRGANIZATIONS. THE AMBASSADCOR HOSTED A WELL--ATTENDED
RECEPTION FOR STEIN FEERUARY &. STEIN ALS0O MET WITH THE
SECRETARY GENERAT OF PERV' S BISHORS’ CONKFERENCE. HE HAS
NOT YET MET WITH THE CANDIDATES.
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VLADIVIDEDS KEEP O ROLLING

4. (U} FORMER APRA LEGISLATOR AND MINISTER OF INTERICGR IN
THE GARCIZ PRESIDENCY AGUSTIN MANTILLA IS THEE MOST RECENT
PERUVIAN BOLITICIAN TC GRACE PERUVIAN TELEVISION STUFFING
MONTESINOS MONEY INTO HIS POCKETS. ATTORNEY CGENERAL NILLY
CALDERCH SUBMITTED A COMPLAINT ACGAINGT MAWNTILLE TO CONGRESS
FEBRUARY 5. THE COMPLAINT WAS BACKED UP BY TWO VIDEQ TAPES
FROM MARCH 13, 2400. DESPITE PROCEDURAL OBJECTIONS FROM
SCME LEGISLATORS, CONGRESSY PERMANENT COMMISSTION VOTED. TO
VIEW THE TAPES WITHOUT DELAY. T[HE COMMISSION'S SESEIONS
ARE ROUTINELY CARRIED LIVE ON TELEVISION AND TEE TAPES,
THEREFQRE, IMMEDIATELY BECAME PUBLIC.

5. (U} IN THE TAPE, MANTILLZ TELLS MONTESINCS HiE NEEDS "G50
OR & 100,000 DOLLARS" FOR THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN BECAUSE THE
PARTY IS SHORT QF FUNDE. (MAWTILLA WAS NOT ELECTED TO
COMNGRESS IN 2000.) MONTESINOS AGHREES TO SUPPORT HIM AND,
AFTER FURTHER CONVERSATION, HANDS MAWTILLA THEXEE EBUNDLES,
REPCRTEDLY CONSISTING OF $30,000. IN ALUDITION TO
DISCUSSING WHICH APRA OFFLCIALS THEY (AN WORK WITH,
MONTESINGS PROMISED TO OPEN DOORS FCR TELEVISION COVERAGE
FOR APRA. THEY ALSD DISCUSSED THE NEED FOR AFR2 "TO
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LAB-01 L-( VCE=-Q0 AC-01 NRRC-00 HNSLAE-Q0 NSCE-OQ0
OIG-03 OMEB-C1 OPIC-01 PFRA-00 FC-05 EM-00 PRE-00
ACE-08 P-0D SE-00 850-400 5TR-00 TEST-00 TRIE-QD0
USIE-00 ASD3-91 PMB-00  D3CC-00 DRL-92 a-G4 NEAT-00
SAS-00 JoLBwW
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AMEMBASSY CARACAS
AMEMBLEEY LA PAY
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. SUBRJECT: PERU POLITICAT, UEDATE - FEBRUARY &

COINCIDE" ON MATTERS RELATED TO THE MILITARY.

6. (SBU} IN ANCTHER VIDED MADE PUBLIC FEBRUARY 8,
MONTESINGOS T3 SHOWN BLOTTING IN 1238 WITH MEMBERS OF
CONGRESS, THE NATIONAL ELECTIONS BCARD (JHNE), AND THE
CONSTITUTIONAL TRIBUMAL T0O BLOCK A NATIONAL REFERENDUM
QUESTIONING FUTIMORI'S RUNNING FOR A THIRD TERM. FERNANDD
TUESTA, CHIEF OF THE NATIONAL OFFICE OF ELECTIONS (ONPE),
TOLD THE RAMBASSZDOR FEBRURRY 9 THAT RECENT MONTRSINOS
VIDEQS OF ELECTTON OFFICIALS WhRE FEEDING THE NEGATIVE
IMAGE MANY HAVE OF ONPE, WHEN IN FACT ONPE IS A COMPLETELY
RENCVATED, RADICALLY DIFFERENT CORGANIZATION THAN IT WAS
DURING THE 2000 ELECTIONS.
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FEXAMINING VIAGIVIDEOS

S S —

7. {00} ON FEERUARY &, FIVE ADDITIONAL MAGISTRATES JOINED
JUDGE SAUL PENA IN REVIEWING MCRE THAW 1,000 VIDEQ TAPES
SEIZED FROM TFUGITIVE FORMER INTELLIGENMCE ADVISOR VLADIMIRO
MONTEZINGS, LIMA SUPERIQR COURT (HIEF JUDGE EERGIO SALAS
APPOINTED THE TEAM IN RESPONSE TO COVERNMENT SUGGESTIONS
AMD BPUBLIC OUTCRY ABQUT HOW THE MATERIALE WERE BEING MADE
PUBLIC. THE JUDGES WILL WORE IN SPECIALLY EQUIFPED COFFICES
CONFIGURED TO SRFEGUARD THE POSSETRELE EVIDENCE FOR CRIMINAL
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PEOCEEDTHNGE . THEY ARE BEXERCTED TO CONCLUDE THEIR WOHRE TN

TWO WEEES.

8. (U} THE HANDLING OF THE VIDBEOS, PARTICULARTY HOW SOME
HAVE BEEN MADE PUELIC, HAS BEEN COWIRCVERSIAL.
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE CRRIOS BOLONMA {SOLUCION RODULRR)
ALLEGED IT WAS "MORE THANW A (COIMCIDENCE" THAT TAPES
FEATURING PRESIDENT OF CONGEESE CARTIOS FERRERD (BPERU
DOSIBLE) HAVE NOT YET BEEN MADE PURLIC, WHILE THOSH
FEATURING MEMBERS OF OTHRR DRRTIES HAVE. BOLONA AWND APRR'E
ALAN GRARCTIA ALSD CEITICIZED MINISTER QF JUSTICE DIEGD
GARCIA SAYAN (FERU FOSIELE) FOR ALLEGEDLY INFLUENCIMNG TH=
HANDLING OF TEE VIDECS. {MOTE: THE MINISTRY OF JUZTICE

. PLAYS NG ROLE IN HOW JUDICIAL AUTHCRITIES WORK WITH THE
VIDECS IN THEIR CUSTODY. THE GOVERNMENT FUBLICLY REFUTED
BOLONA AND GARCIA’S CHARGES IN A FEBRUARY 7 PRESEH.
CONFERENCE. THE VIDEOS HAVE BECOME PURLIC WHEN CONCRESS,
ACTING TO LIFT THE IMMUNITY ENJOYED BY PRESENT AND FORMER
QFFICIALS, PLAYS THE VIDEOS IN OPEN SESSION. IT IS
NECESSARY TC LIFT THE IMMUNITY FOR THEM TO EE SUBJECT TO
INVESTIGATION BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES.) PERU
EOSIBLE LEADER ALEJANDRS TOLEDO HAS PUBLICLY CALLED FOR ANY
VIDEOS OF HIM OR CONGRESSIONAL PRESIDENT CARLCS FERRERO TO
BE RELEASED.

PERU POSIBLE LEGISLATORS TAKE SHOTS AT USG

2. (U} LEGISLATOR DAVID WAISMAN, FRESIDENT OF THE

COMMISSION INVESTIGATING MONTESINGS, TOLD REPORTERS

FEBRUARY 5 THAT THE U535 WAS NOT BEING RESPOMNSIVE TO HIS
UNRCLASSIFIRED
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PAGE 04 LIMA 60829 02 OF 02 0522402 |
COMMITTEE’S REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION. (WAISMAN'S COMMIITEE _ ,
SUBMITTED 2 MUMBER OF FQIA REQUEST IN OCTQBER AND WERE TOLD ,ff'”}“x\
AT THAT TIME THAT THE TURMNAROUND TIME COULD BE e e '
CONSIDERABLE.} ON FEERUARY 4, PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS CARLOS SNy S
FERRERO TOLD REPORTERS HE HAD NO DOUBT THAT THE CIA KNOWS ; (ﬂ\ S
WHERE MONTESINOS HAS EEEN SINCE OCTOBER AWD COULD PROVIDE '
THAT INFORMATION IF IT 80 CHOSE. FERRERC SPECULATED THAT .
. THE CIA WAS "CUT OF CONTROL" AND SEEKING T0 AVQID
EMBRARRASSING REVELATIONS SHOULD MONTESINOS FACE JUSTICE.
" CONTRADICTING FERRERC, SPECIAL PROSECUTCR JOSE UGAZ
_ EMPHASIZED TO REPORTERS THAT HIS OFFICE IS RECEIVING
. BPECIFIC AND CONCRETE CCOOPERATION FROM THE USG THAT HAS
SIGNIFICANTLY ADVANTED THE INVESTIGATION OF MONTESINOS. AT
THE FEBRUARY 7 PRESS CONFERENCE REFERRED TO IN PARAGRAFH 8,
PRIME MINISTER PEREF DE CUELLAR SAID THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH
DID NQT SEARE FERRERQ'S VIEWS. AMBASSADOR TOOK QURSTIONS
ON THESE ISSUES AT THIS FEBRUARY 9 OWPE BLECTIONS
ASSISTANCE ANNCUNCEMENT ({SEE SEPIEL).
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