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FOLLOWING IS THE ASDAR FOR AUGUST 21, 1998

| 1. (C) PERU: NEW PRIME AND DEFENSE MINISTERS SWORN IN:
PERUVIAN PRESIDENT FUJIMORI SWORE IN HIS NEW PRIME
MINISTER, DEFENSE MINISTER, AND CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES
JOINT COMMAND/ARMY COMMANDER THIS MORNING. THE "NEW1l PM
IS ALBERTO PANDOLFI, A FORMER PM WHO WAS SUCCEEDED BY EX-
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PM JAVIER VALLE RIESTRA LESS THAN THREE MONTHS AGO (VALLE
RIESTRA RESIGNED LAST WEEK AFTER A SERIES OF MISSTEPS.)
THE NEW DEFENSE MINISTER\;S GENERAL JULIO SALAZAR MONROE,

UNTIL NOW HEAD OF. THE MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE SIN.
IT IS NOT KNOWN WHETHER SALAZAR WILL RETAIN BOTH
RESPONSIBILITIES. FORMER DEFENSE MINISTER SAUCEDO HAS
REPLACED OUSTED GENERAL HERMOZA RIOS AS CHIEF OF THE
ARMED FORCES JOINT COMMAND/ARMY COMMANDER . THE EMBASSY
REPORTS THAT LIMA IS CALM, ALTHOUGH SEVERAL APCS
BELONGING TO THE PERUVIAN NAVY (MARINES) WERE DEPLOYED
OUTSIDE THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE THURSDAY EVENING AS A
PREEMPTIVE MEASURE. THEIR INTERPRETATION IS THAT THESE
LATEST MOVES CONSOLIDATED PRESIDENTIAL INTELLIGENCE
ADVISOR VLADIMIRO MONTESINOS’ POSITION EVEN FURTHER AND
STRENGTHENED TﬁE}EUBLIC IMAGE OF A FUJIMORI VERY MUCH IN

CONTROL.
]
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2. (C) COLOMBIA: PARAMILITARIES CHANGE TACTICS:
UNHCR/BOGOTA HAS EXPRESSED.. CONCERN OVER RECENT
PARAMILITARY HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES DIRECTED AGAINST
CIVILIANS. THEY BELIEVE THAT PARAMILITARIES ARE LESS
INTERESTED IN DIRECT CONFRONTATIONS WITH THE GUERRILLAS
AND ARE NOW AIMING THEIR ACTIVITIES AT SUSPECTED CIVILIAN
SUPPORTERS OF THE GUERRILLAS. THEY SEEK TO DISPLACE
ALLEGED GUERRILLA SUPPORTERS FROM THEIR HOMES BY
"HORRIFIC, HIGHLY VISIBLE" HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS.
UNHCR ALSO INDICATED THAT THERE IS NO EVIDENCE OF
COLOMBIAN MILITARY SUPPORT FOR THE PARAMILITARIES BUT
ALSO NOTED LITTLE EFFECTIVE ACTION AGAINST THEM BY THE
GOC. EMBASSY COMMENTS THAT UNHCR CONCERNS REGARDING
PARAMILITARIES "RING TRUE" BUT NOTES THAT UNHCR NEGLECTS
TO ADDRESS ABUSES COMMITTED BY THE GUERRILLAS. -
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