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AMBASSADOR ON THESE TOPICS (REF A).

MDNTESINDS ASYLUM: MO DECISION SQOW, LOCAL QPBRORITION RISING

B1

4, (1 MEANWHILE, DOMESTIC OPBOBITION TO OPPOSING ASYLUM FOR
MONTESINOS WAS STRENCTHENED BY THE VISIT TD PANAMA OF "HUMAN

RIGHTSZ WATCH™ (HEW) ACWNDED THAT HS5YLUM BE

PRGE 03 PAWAME (3574 1016117

DENIED TO MUNTESINGS EECAUSE HE 15 A "TORTURER." HREW'S REED
BRODY AND SEBASTIAN BRETT FPRESENTEDR THE PANAMANIAN MFA ON
OCTOBER & WITH INPORMATION WHICH THEY SAID PROVEDR MOWNTESINOS
WAS INVOLVED IN HOMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN PERYY. TN THE
MEETING, THE MFA REPREEENTATIVES EMPHASIZEDR THAT PANAMA WAL
CONSIDERING THE ASYLIIM REQUEST EECAUSE OF AFPFEALS FROM THE
OAS SECGEN AND FROM FPRESIDENTS OF QAS MEMBER STATES. THERE
WERE ADDITIONAL LOCAE EDITORIALS AGAINGT ASYLUM FOLLOWING THE

ORW VIZIT.

E. {C) THIS MDENING, THE HRW ACTIVISTE MET WITH EMBASSY
OFFICIALS TO CLARIPFY TEE USG'S POSITICN WITH REEGARD TO THE
ASYLUM REQUEST. (HARGE LND POL/ECCN COUNS STATED THAT THE UEG
POSTITION WAS TO SUPPORT PANAMA' S "ARCCEPTANCE™ OF MONTESINOS
BUT WITH A STATUS THAT WOULD HNOT CONFER HIM IMMUNITY FROM
LATER JUDICIAL ACTION, IF REQUESTED. EMBOFFS ALS0 EMPHASIZED
CONTINUING USG CONCERN ABOUT THE CURRENT SITUATION IN PERIL.

#. () AT THE 5AME TIME, POLITICAL ACTIVIET (AN FORMER
MOSCOE0 ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL) MIGUEL ANTONIO BERNAL HAS
DEMANDED THAT THE PFUBLIC MINISTRY ARREST MONTESINOS FOR HUMAN
RICQHTS VIOLATIONS IN PERYU. BERNAL TOLD THE MEDIA THAT IF
MOSCOS0 GRANTS MONTEEINOE ASYLUM, SHE WOULD OPEN HERSELW TR
TO CHARGEE 0OF EBEING AN ACCOMPLICE TO MONTESINQOS® ALLEGED
ABUSES, AND TO VIOLATING PANAMA'S INTBERNATIONAL OBLIGATION TO
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