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SUBJECT: PANAMA SITREP ON PERUVIAN BXILE VLADIMIRD
MONTESINOS

CL&SSIFIED BY CHARGE F. BECEEER- REARSQONS 1.5 {B) (D}

1. (&) SUMMARY. FOUORMER PERUVIAN INTELLIGENCE CHIEF

VIADIMIRO MONTESINOE REPORTEDLY ENTERED PANAMA O A 90 DRY
TOURIST VISA ON SEFTEMBER 24, 2000. PRESIDENT MORUOS0 HAS
NOT DECIDED ON MONTESINOS, PERMANENT STATUS OF WEETHER HE

PRGE (2 PEWAME 037153 01 COF 02 32713347
WILI; BE GRANTED POLITICAL, BSYLIM,| . Bl

PUELIC OPINION IN PANAMA IS SQUARELY AGAINST ALLOWING
MONTESTHOS TO ETAY, AND THERE HAVE BEEN SEVERAL PROTESTES
CALLING ON THE GOP TO KICK HIM OUT. CITING "OFFICIAL
SOURCES, " A LERDING DANAMANIAN NEWSEPAPER RETPORTED THAT THE
=0F WILi: BE REMOVED FROM A MONEY-LAUNDERING BLACELIST IN
EXCHANGE FOR ALLOWING MONTESINOS INTC PANAMA--INTIMATING SCOME
SORT OF SECRET DEAL WITH THE UNITED ETATES. ENL: SUMMARY .

2. {C} EXILED PERUVIAN EX- INTELLIGENCE CHIEF VLADIMIRO
WONTESINOS EVIDENTLY ENTERED PANAMA ON A VALID TOURIST VISA
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ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMEER 24, WHICH ALLOWS HIM A LECAL STAY OF S0
2, AUCORDING TG MEDIA, BI

OPFLICIALS. LITE OPINION IS AS ONE-SIDED AS THE MEDIA
COMMENTARY REPORTED BELOW, WITH MOSET PANAMANIANS HAVING GROWN
WEARY OF THEIR COUNTRY, 5 REPUTATION AS THE RETIREMENT HAVEN
FOR EX-TYRANTS, SINCE MONTESINGS HAE JOINED THE RANKES OF SUCH
HOTAELE UN-SAVORIEZS A5 RAUL CEDREAS AND FILLIPE DIAMBI
(HAITI}, ABDALA BUCARAM (ECUADOR) AND JORGE SERRARO
{GUATEMAT.A}, AS WELL AS THE SHAE OF IRAW.

3. {U} THE OUTCRY AGAINST THE GOP,S5 DECISION IS5 BEING LER
BY PANAMANIAN HIMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS, THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS
LND MRNY PROMINENT PURLIC FIGURES, SUCH AS FORMER FOREIGH
MINIESTER JOSE RAUL MULIMNO. BESIDES FCOREIGN MINISTER ALEMAN
AND VICE MINISTER ARIAE, FORMER PREEBIDEWNT ENDARA IS THE
ERTNCIFAT, VOICE OF SUPPORT FOR THE DECISION, LARGELY ON
GROUNDS THAT IT HELPS PERIT AND REFLECTS SOLTIDARITY WITH THE
CAS BAWD OTHIER HEMISFHERIC MATYONS. THE OFPPOSITION DEMOCEATIC
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REVOLUTIONAREY BFARTY {FED} EAS BEEN STRANGELY REESTRAINED. THE
PED CHAIRMAN OF THE LEGISEATIVE ASSEMELY,S FOREIGH AFFAIRS
COMMITIEE HAS CALLED FOR HEARINGS AND RAISED SOME CRITICAL
OUESTIONS ABOUT THE DECTSION, BUT THEIR GENBERAL RESTRAINT MAY
BEE TUE TO THE FACT THAT PREVIOUS ({FRD) FEESIDENT PEREEZ
BALLADARES, CGOVERNMENT HAD GRANTED MONTESINOS A “PROVISIOHAL
RESIDENCY FERMIT, " ALLEGEDLY BHECAIJSE THE FERUVIAN HAD MADE
SUBSTANTIAL REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTE IN FAWAMA. A GROUE OF
ABCUT 50 HUMAN RIGHTE AND POLITICAL ACTIVISTS ORCANIZED A
PUBLIC VIGIL AT A PANAMA CITY CHURCH ON TUESDAY AFTERNDON,
BUT MOST OBSERVERE EXFRESSED DOUET ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF
SUCH ACTIONS ESCALATING MUCH FURTHER, ESPECIALLY GIVEN THE
EESTEAINT AND INTERNAL DIVISION WITHIN THE PRD RANES.

4. (U} THE PANAMANIAN WEDIA HAVE GIVEN EXTENSIVE COVERAGE
TC THE CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH MONTESINOS WAS PERMITTED TO
ENTER PANAMA AND TO SPECULATION OVER WHETHER HE WILL RE .
CRANTED POLITICAL ASYLUM. EDITORIAL COMMENT HAS BEEN ALMOET
UNIVERSAL IN ITS OPPOSITICHN TO ASYLUM FOR MONTESINGS,
BEMOANING PANAMA, S HISTODRY OF SERVING AS SANCTUARY FOR
DICTATORS AND QUTCASTS FROM NEAR AND FAR. MANY MEDIA
CBSERVERES SEE AN OVERHEARTING U.5. HAND IN THE FRESS5URE ON
PANAMA TO ACCEFT MONTESINQOS AND ASK RHETORICARLLY, IF ASYLUM
FOR HIM I5 350 IMPORTANT, WHY DOESNH,T THE UNITED STATES
PROVIDE IT. A FEW COMMENTATORS HAVE SPECULATED THAT THE QUID
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PRO QUO WHICH THE GOP DEMANDED AND RECEIVED FROM THE UNITED
&TATES TFOR PANAMA, S COOPERATION WAS REMOVAL FROM THE
INTERNATIONAL MONEY-LAUNDERING "BLACK LISTS.n INDEED, "EL
PANAMA AMERICA"™ REFPORTED ON ITS SEPTEMBER 27 FRONT PAGE THAT
THE "U.5. WILL COMPENZATE PANAMA PDR ACCEPTING CHIEF OF THE
SIN.* CITING A WELL-IHNFORMED OFFICIAI., THE ARTICLE SAYS THAT

PAGE 04 EANAMA 0371% G QF 02 271834F
THE U.S5. WILL HELP FANAMA GET (OFF THE RBRLACKLIST OF MONEY
LAUNDERTRG COUNTRIES AT WEXT MONTH,S FATF MEETING TN MADRID.
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